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od, who at various times and in various ways spoke 
in time past to the fathers by the prophets . . .” 
(Hebrews 1:,NKJV). 1
Prophecy, or prophetic comunication, is a 
primary means through which God reveals Himself and 
His purposes to His people and foretells His plans for the 
future. Through the prophetic word, God connects with 
us on a deep and personal level. Even though God is high 
above us and is beyond our comprehension, He still comes 
close to us through the working of the Holy Spirit, who can 
catch our attention and touch our hearts in many ways, but 
the clearest and most trustworthy way is through the spe -
cial revelation that comes through the Bible and prophetic 
revelation. “The prophecies which the great I AM has given 
in His word, uniting link after link in the chain of events, 
from eternity in the past to eternity in the future, tell us 
where we are today in the procession of the ages and what 
may be expected in the time to come. All that prophecy 
has foretold as coming to pass, until the present time, has 
been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured 
that all which is yet to come will be fulfilled in its order.” 2
Two steps are involved in prophetic revelation. First, 
God provides the message through the prophetic gift; 
and, second, the Holy Spirit takes this message and 
illuminates our hearts and connects us to Jesus. Peter 
explains this two-step process: “And so, we have the 
prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well 
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your 
hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of someone’s own interpretation, 
for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, 
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PROPHECY:
but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 
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Just before this bold assertion on the role of the prophetic 
word, Peter refers to his personal experience of actually hear -
ing God’s voice: “[W]e ourselves heard this declaration made 
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy moun -
tain” (2 Peter 1:8, NASB). God Himself on the Mount of 
Transfiguration pointed the disciples to Jesus: “‘This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’” (vs. 17). For Peter, 
Jesus was the focus of divine special revelation.
Peter experienced the prophetic word through which he 
understood Jesus as God’s beloved Son. The apostle wrote 
that the prophetic word comes into our hearts as a “lamp 
shining in a dark place.” In other words, we cannot see  or 
understand God’s workings without divine illumination. A 
miracle happens as the Holy Spirit gives power to the pro -
phetic word. The prophetic word keeps shining “until the 
day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts”  (2 
Peter 1:9, NASB). To what does the term “morning star” 
refer? To Jesus our Savior who calls Himself “‘the Bright 






minds and feelings through the Holy Spirit as we read the 
Spirit-inspired prophetic words of the Scripture. Only when 
we experience the working of the Holy Spirit in our inmost 
selves and accept the forgiveness of sin that comes through 
Jesus can we understand and experience the miracle of 
transformation that Jesus ofers. 
PROPHECY CONNECTS TO JESUS
Peter further explained that the core purpose of prophetic 
revelation is to connect us to Jesus in a living and transfor -
mational way at a personal level. Throughout its pages the 
Bible speaks often about this experience of illumination and 
transformation. When the earth was fresh from the Creator’s 
hands and Adam and Eve fell victim to sin, God’s prophetic 
word assured them of a Savior to come who would redeem 
them from sin (recorded in Genesis 3:15). It is the prophetic 
word through Isaiah that gave hope to all sinners that a 
Redeemer would come to save them (Isaiah 9:6). Ezekiel 
the prophet noted God’s deep desire for His failing children 
of Israel: “‘Cast away from you all the transgressions which 
you have comitted, and get yourself a new heart and a new 
spirit’” (Ezekiel 18:31). John the Baptist in the might and 
power of the Spirit came “preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). Jesus prayed that His 
disciples might have an experience of sanctification that 
comes from knowing and living the truth (John 17:17), and 
promised that He would come again to take His children 
home that where He is they may be also (John 14:1 3). Paul 
prophesied:  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then 
we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17).
John the Revelator wrote in several places in the Book of 
Revelation (1:2, 9; 12:7; 19:10; 20:4 [NASB]) that he was 
sharing the “‘testimony of Jesus,’” which is the “‘spirit of 
prophecy’” (Revelation 19:10). Jesus Himself comunicated 
to the world, through John, what was to take place in the 
future, culminating in the establishment of the new heav -
ens and new earth (Revelation 21:f.).The comunication 
of this great truth is the purpose of the prophetic Book of 
Revelation. Thus, prophecy runs through the Scriptures 
from Genesis to Revelation as one unfailing method of 
comunication from God to His people, assuring them of 
the basis of their hope. Insight and understanding combine 
with a personal connection to God through the Holy Spirit 
and Jesus, the Morning Star, arises in our hearts. 
But it is not only through the canon of Scripture that 
God has given prophetic revelation. At various times 
throughout history, God gave special prophetic revelation 
that did not become part of the biblical canon. The Bible 
itself mentions some authors who were clearly inspired but 
who wrote books or documents that never became part of 
the canon: “Jasher, Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Shemaiah, Oded, 
Ahijah, Jehu, and Ido (for details, see Joshua 10:3; 2 Sam. 
1:8; 1 Chron. 29:29; 2 Chron. 9:29; 12:5; 15:8; 20:34).” 3 
Such calling and ministry of inspired non-canonical proph -
ets is predicted to continue until the end of time (Joel 2:8, 
29f). God decides at various times, often during periods of 
great crisis, to provide aditional prophetic guidance.
THE MINISTRY OF ELLEN WHITE  
One such non-canonical prophetic ministry, Seventh-day 
Adventists believe, came through the ministry of Ellen G. 
White. She received many prophetic visions and dreams 
over a period of more than 70 years, until her death in 
1915. What she received she wrote in numerous letters, 
manuscripts, articles, tracts, and books. She produced these 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Yet, she saw herself 
as a non-canonical prophet. Of this she wrote in her intro -
duction to one of her most significant books, The Great 
Controversy Between Christ and Satan : 
“During the ages while the Scriptures of both the Old and 
the New Testament were being given, the Holy Spirit did not 
cease to comunicate light to individual minds, apart from 
the revelations to be embodied in the Sacred Canon. The 
Bible itself relates how, through the Holy Spirit, men received 
warning, reproof, counsel, and instruction, in matters in no 
way relating to the giving of the Scriptures. And mention is 
made of prophets in diferent ages, of whose utterances noth -
ing is recorded. In like manner, after the close of the canon of 
the Scripture, the Holy Spirit was still to continue its work, to 
enlighten, warn, and comfort the children of God. 4”  
Ellen White was very clear that the purpose of her pro -
phetic work was first and foremost to lead to the Bible. In the 
conclusion of her first tract published in 1851 she wrote: “I 
recomend to you, dear reader, the word of God as the rule 
of your faith and practice. By that Word we are to be judged. 
God has, in that Word, promised to give visions in the ‘last 
days;’ not for a new rule of faith, but for the comfort of his 
people, and to correct those who err from Bible truth. 5” 
Perhaps the clearest statement in which she spoke of her 
prophetic role in relation to the Bible is the following: 
“I have a work of great responsibility to do—to impart 
by pen and voice the instruction given me, not alone to 
Seventh-day Adventists, but to the world. I have published 
many books, large and small, and some of these have been 
translated into several languages. This is my work—to 
open the Scriptures to others as God has opened them to 
me. 6” This work of Ellen White in bringing us to the Bible 
focuses on connecting people to Jesus, as Peter said would 
happen through the prophetic gift. The most beloved book 
in the numerous ones she wrote is Steps to Christ, which has 
been translated into more than 160 languages. It has drawn 
millions of people to salvation and accomplished Peter’s 
prophetic goal that the Morning Star should rise in hurting 
and wounded hearts. In Steps to Christ, you will find that 
she presents the way of salvation through compelling and 
persuasive words filled with the Spirit and Scripture. 
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Another greatly loved book by Ellen White is The Desire 
of Ages*, an inspiring work  on the life of Jesus. I quote here 
a longer passage from that book to illustrate how Christ-
centered and beautiful were her messages and her writings:
“The spotless Son of God hung upon the cross, His flesh 
lacerated with stripes; those hands so often reached out in 
blessing, nailed to the wooden bars; those feet so tireless on 
ministries of love, spiked to the tree; that royal head pierced 
by the crown of thorns; those quivering lips shaped to the 
cry of woe. And all that He endured—the blood drops that 
flowed from His head, His hands, His feet, the agony that 
racked His frame, and the unutterable anguish that filled 
His soul at the hiding of His Father’s face—speaks to each 
child of humanity, declaring, It is for thee that the Son of 
God consents to bear this burden of guilt; for thee He spoils 
the domain of death, and opens the gates of Paradise. He 
who stilled the angry waves and walked the foam-capped 
billows, who made devils tremble and disease flee, who 
opened blind eyes and called forth the dead to life,—ofers 
Himself upon the cross as a sacrifice, and this from love 
to thee. He, the Sin Bearer, endures the wrath of divine 
justice, and for thy sake becomes sin itself. 7” 
She sealed this powerful presentation showing how Jesus 
overcame sin for us on the Cross: “Amid the awful dark -
ness, apparently forsaken of God, Christ had drained the 
last dregs in the cup of human woe. In those dreadful hours 
He had relied upon the evidence of His Father’s acceptance 
heretofore given Him. He was acquainted with the charac -
ter of His Father; He understood His justice, His mercy, 
and His great love. By faith He rested in Him whom it had 
ever been His joy to obey. And as in submission He com -
mitted Himself to God, the sense of the loss of His Father’s 
favor was withdrawn. By faith, Christ was victor. 8”
GOD’S LOVE REVEALED ON THE CROSS
The central theme of God’s love revealed in the death of 
Jesus on the Cross is represented through an 1883 litho-
graph that Ellen White published. Titled “Christ, the Way 
of Life,” it portrays her view of the great conflict between 
good and evil beginning in the Garden of Eden and con -
tinuing until the second coming of Jesus and the New 
Jerusalem. As you see represented here, it placed Jesus on 
the Cross at the center of the entire plan of salvation.
I would like to conclude with a connection that Ellen 
White made between the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross 
and the love of God: As the Holy Spirit takes these words 
and gives them life, this is an opportunity to connect to our 
amazing and wonderful God: “All the paternal love which 
has come down from generation to generation through 
the channel of human hearts, all the springs of tenderness 
which have opened in the souls of men, are but as a tiny rill 
to the boundless ocean when compared with the infinite, 
exhaustless love of God. Tongue cannot utter it; pen cannot 
portray it. You may meditate upon it every day of your life; 
you may search the Scriptures diligently in order to under -
stand it; you may sumon every power and capability that 
God has given you, in the endeavor to comprehend the love 
and compassion of the heavenly Father; and yet there is an 
infinity beyond. You may study that love for ages; yet you 
can never fully comprehend the length and the breadth, the 
depth and the height, of the love of God in giving His Son 
to die for the world. Eternity itself can never fully reveal 
it. Yet as we study the Bible and meditate upon the life of 
Christ and the plan of redemption, these great themes will 
open to our understanding more and more. 9”
May this prophetic special revelation be efective and 
transformational for us as God reveals His inspired mes -
sage. May the Holy Spirit illuminate and transform this 
word into a living experience as Jesus the Morning Star 
arises in our hearts. 
* Ellen G. White’s writings are available at egwritings.org.
